
IMPROVING CAMPUS LIFE

CASE STUDY

How the EnviroBIN™ Helped The University Of Guelph  
Enhance the Aesthetics of Their Waste System.

IMAGINE THIS: A leisurely stroll around the University of Guelph’s 

pristine, idyllic campus. You’re taking in the buildings, greenery and 

wandering academics when you spot them: ugly, steel dumpsters 

covered in rust. That’s what used to be situated near several main 

buildings, including the campus pub. The unsightly old dumpsters had 

no lids to keep the smell of waste contained, or pests and insects at 

bay. Not only were they unsightly and stinky, but they were also a 

safety concern. Dumpsters would often be moved into the roadway 

where they posed a risk to drivers and pedestrians. Illegal dumping, 

unsightly rusted dumpsters, and pests posed a problem that seemed 

almost impossible to solve.

“EnviroBINs™ are like 
street furniture. We’re 
very happy with their 
design, functionality 

and durability.” 
— Brandon Raco,  

Coordinator of Sustainability



With more than 28,000 students spread across a 1017-acre campus, managing waste is a 
challenge. Ed Martin, Director of Environmental Services at the  university, knew something 
had to be done to solve the many problems the existing dumpsters caused. Inspired by the 
school’s shared vision to improve life, he was  determined to find a solution.

Enter the EnviroBIN™: in-ground waste containers made 
of recyclable, durable plastic that are anchored in the 
ground. With easy-to-latch light weight doors on the 
front and back, pests can’t get in. They’re also lockable, 
making illegal dumping less likely. And because half the 
container is buried underground, the garbage cools 
naturally, reducing odors.

The 22 EnviroBINs™ on campus have made life easier for 
the custodial staff. “The EnviroBIN™ helped the University 
of Guelph to reduce illegal dumping, enhance the 
aesthetics of our waste collection infrastructure and 
reduce litter issues,” says Brandon Raco, Coordinator 
of Sustainability. Staff was also pleased with how 
easily EnviroBINs™ are to install and use. The system 
is designed to be emptied by a standard front-load 
garbage truck, which meant emptying the bins was 

compatible with the campus’s garbage truck and there 
was no need to use a costly private waste hauler. An 
added bonus: the EnviroBINs™ hold more waste than 
the older steel bins, but the lockable lids have helped 
keep large, difficult-to-dispose-of items out.

The innovative lids have also kept rainwater, snow and 
ice out of the bins, which in the past made the old 
dumpsters heavy and difficult to pick up and haul off to 
landfill.

Initially there was some worry among university staff 
about aesthetics. “We had concerns that there would 
be complaints about having garbage bins in front of 
the buildings, but that has not been an issue at all,” says 
Raco. “EnviroBINs™ are like street furniture. We’re very 
happy with their design, functionality and durability.”
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